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berlitz cruising cruise ships 2017 marked a significant year for travelers seeking luxurious,
innovative, and memorable cruise experiences. As one of the most trusted names in travel and
cruise planning, Berlitz offers comprehensive insights into the world of cruising, helping travelers
select the perfect ship for their adventures. In 2017, the cruise industry saw notable developments in
ship design, onboard amenities, and itineraries, all of which are reflected in Berlitz's expert reviews
and rankings. Whether you're a seasoned cruiser or considering your first voyage, understanding
the highlights of Berlitz cruising and the cruise ships that stood out in 2017 can help you make
informed choices for your next voyage.

Overview of Berlitz Cruising in 2017

Berlitz's annual cruise ship rankings are highly regarded within the travel industry, providing detailed
evaluations based on onboard amenities, passenger experiences, itineraries, and overall value. In
2017, Berlitz's assessments focused on a diverse fleet of ships ranging from luxury liners to
expedition vessels, reflecting the industry's broadening appeal.

The Berlitz rankings are based on a combination of passenger feedback, professional reviews, and
industry standards. This approach ensures that travelers receive an honest and comprehensive
overview of each ship's strengths and weaknesses. In 2017, the rankings highlighted several ships
that excelled in providing exceptional service, innovative features, and unique itineraries.

Top Cruise Ships of 2017 According to Berlitz

In 2017, Berlitz recognized a variety of cruise ships across different categories, including luxury,
expedition, and mainstream vessels. Here are some of the standout ships from that year:

Luxury Cruise Ships

Luxury ships are known for their high-end amenities, personalized service, and elegant design. In
2017, the following ships received top marks:

- Seabourn Odyssey: Celebrated for its intimate ambiance, exceptional service, and all-suite
accommodations.

- Regent Seven Seas Explorer: Dubbed the "most luxurious ship," praised for its lavish design,
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gourmet dining, and comprehensive amenities.
- Crystal Serenity: Recognized for its spacious suites, fine dining options, and enriching

enrichment programs.

Expedition Ships

Expedition vessels cater to travelers seeking adventure and exploration in remote destinations:

- Hurtigruten MS Fram: Known for its robust design and ability to navigate icy waters, offering
immersive Arctic and Antarctic expeditions.

- National Geographic Endurance: Combining scientific exploration with luxury, providing
educational programs alongside adventure.

Mainstream Cruise Ships

Mainstream ships serve a broad audience with a mix of entertainment, dining, and excursions:

- Royal Caribbean?s Symphony of the Seas: Launched in 2017, it became one of the largest
cruise ships, offering innovative features like the Ultimate Abyss slide and diverse entertainment
options.

- Carnival Vista: Known for its family-friendly amenities, water parks, and vibrant atmosphere.

Innovations and Trends in 2017 Cruise Ships

The year 2017 was marked by several key innovations in cruise ship design and onboard
experiences, many of which are reflected in Berlitz's reviews.

Enhanced Onboard Technology

Modern cruise ships in 2017 integrated cutting-edge technology to improve passenger experience:

- High-speed internet connectivity, enabling seamless communication and streaming.
- Smart apps for onboard navigation, dining reservations, and activity planning.
- Advanced entertainment systems, including virtual reality experiences.

Environmental Sustainability

Eco-friendly initiatives gained prominence, with ships featuring:
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- Energy-efficient engines and power systems.
- Waste reduction and recycling programs.
- Alternative fuels and cleaner propulsion technologies.

Expanded Dining and Entertainment Options

Ships in 2017 focused heavily on diverse culinary scenes and entertainment:

- Specialty restaurants offering international cuisines.
- Broadway-style shows, live music, and immersive experiences.
- Interactive activities like cooking classes and wine tastings.

Popular Itineraries in 2017

Berlitz?s 2017 evaluations also highlighted the most sought-after cruise routes, which combined
exotic destinations with cultural and natural attractions.

Caribbean Cruises

Offering warm weather and tropical ports, Caribbean itineraries remained popular:

- Western Caribbean routes visiting Cozumel, Grand Cayman, and Jamaica.
- Eastern Caribbean cruises exploring St. Maarten, San Juan, and Antigua.

Alaskan Cruises

Known for stunning scenery and wildlife, Alaskan cruises in 2017 featured:

- Glacier viewing ports like Glacier Bay and Hubbard Glacier.
- Wildlife excursions with opportunities to see whales, bears, and eagles.

European River Cruises

Small ship cruises along rivers like the Danube and Rhine offered cultural immersion:

- Stops in historic cities such as Budapest, Vienna, and Amsterdam.
- Wine tastings, castle visits, and local culinary experiences.
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Choosing the Right Cruise Ship in 2017

Based on Berlitz?s 2017 reviews, selecting the ideal cruise ship depends on individual preferences
and travel goals.

Consider Your Travel Style

- For luxury and personalized service, ships like Regent Seven Seas Explorer are ideal.
- For adventure and exploration, expedition ships such as Hurtigruten MS Fram offer immersive

experiences.
- For family fun and entertainment, ships like Carnival Vista provide a lively atmosphere.

Evaluate Onboard Amenities

- Dining options: Are specialty restaurants and diverse cuisines important?
- Entertainment: Do you prefer Broadway-style shows or outdoor activities?
- Technology: Is onboard Wi-Fi and digital interaction a priority?

Destination Preferences

- Tropical beaches or cultural European cities?
- Remote wilderness or well-known tourist hubs?
- Consider the itinerary to match your interests and travel timeline.

Conclusion

berlitz cruising cruise ships 2017 offers an insightful window into the year's top vessels,
innovations, and trends in the cruise industry. Whether seeking luxury, adventure, or family-friendly
fun, 2017's cruise ships demonstrated significant advancements in comfort, technology, and
sustainability. Berlitz?s expert reviews provide valuable guidance for travelers looking to select the
perfect ship tailored to their preferences. As the industry continues to evolve, the ships launched
and refined in 2017 set the stage for even more exciting voyages in the years to come. Planning
your next cruise with Berlitz's insights can ensure a memorable and fulfilling maritime adventure.
 
Berlitz Cruising Cruise Ships 2017: An In-Depth Review of the Ultimate Maritime Experience

The year 2017 marked a significant milestone for luxury cruising enthusiasts, especially those who
turned to Berlitz Cruising for their high standards of service and exploration. Berlitz, renowned for its
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travel expertise and authoritative cruise rankings, continued to impress with its comprehensive
evaluations of cruise ships, focusing heavily on passenger experience, ship amenities, itineraries,
and overall value. This review delves deeply into the Berlitz Cruising cruise ships of 2017, offering
readers a detailed insight into what made these voyages exceptional and how they stood out within
the highly competitive cruise industry.

Understanding Berlitz Cruising?s Role in the Maritime Industry

Who is Berlitz and What is Their Cruise Rating System?

Berlitz is a globally recognized travel publisher with decades of experience in providing authoritative
travel guides and rankings. Their cruise rating system, established in the 1970s, ranks ships based
on a combination of passenger reviews, expert assessments, and comprehensive evaluations of
onboard amenities, service quality, itinerary richness, and overall value.

- Rating Scale: Berlitz assigns ships a score out of 5, with 5 being the highest possible.
- Evaluation Criteria: Service, cuisine, entertainment, accommodations, itinerary diversity,

onboard activities, and overall atmosphere.
- Methodology: Combining passenger feedback, expert reviews, and ship inspections to deliver a

balanced, objective ranking.

In 2017, the Berlitz cruise rankings were highly anticipated, with many ships vying for the top spots
based on the evolving standards of luxury, innovation, and passenger satisfaction.

Overview of the Top Berlitz-Rated Cruise Ships in 2017

While several ships earned notable distinctions, a select few stood out as the crème de la crème of
the Berlitz rankings in 2017. These vessels exemplified excellence in every facet of cruising, from
refined onboard service to immersive itineraries.

Top-Rated Cruise Ships of 2017 (Berlitz 5-Star & 4.5-Star Ships)

- Seabourn Odyssey
- Regent Seven Seas Mariner
- Viking Star
- Crystal Serenity
- Seabourn Quest

Each of these ships embodies the pinnacle of luxury cruising, with unique features and offerings that
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catered to discerning travelers.

In-Depth Analysis of Selected Ships

Seabourn Odyssey

Overview: As part of Seabourn?s ultra-luxury fleet, Odyssey exemplifies intimate cruising with
exceptional service, elegant design, and innovative amenities.

Key Features in 2017:

- Passenger Capacity: Approximately 450 guests, ensuring personalized attention.
- Design & Decor: Modern yet sophisticated, with spacious suites and marble bathrooms.
- Dining Options: Gourmet cuisine with multiple venues, including The Restaurant, The Patio, and

optional in-suite dining.
- Onboard Experiences: Enrichment lectures, wine tastings, and cultural performances.

Highlights of 2017:

- Introduction of new culinary concepts and themed dinner nights.
- Enhanced wellness offerings, including a new spa menu and fitness classes.
- Expanded expedition excursions to remote destinations like Antarctica and the Galápagos.

Passenger Feedback: Review scores consistently placed Seabourn Odyssey at the top for service
quality, with passengers praising the intimate atmosphere and personalized service.

Regent Seven Seas Mariner

Overview: Known as the world?s first all-suite, all-balcony cruise ship, Regent Seven Seas Mariner
offers unmatched luxury and inclusivity.

2017 Highlights:

- Luxury & Comfort: All suites are spacious with marble bathrooms, walk-in closets, and butler
service.

- Inclusive Amenities: Fares include excursions, gratuities, beverages, and Wi-Fi.
- Itinerary Diversity: Covered iconic routes such as the Mediterranean, Caribbean, and Asia.
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Notable Enhancements in 2017:

- Upgrades to suite furnishings and technology.
- New shore excursions emphasizing cultural immersion.
- Introduction of a dedicated wellness concierge.

Passenger Experience: Reviewers consistently highlight the seamless service, the quality of dining,
and the comprehensive nature of the all-inclusive packages.

Viking Star

Overview: Viking?s focus on cultural enrichment and destination immersion made Viking Star a
standout in the 2017 rankings.

Features:

- Design & Atmosphere: Scandinavian minimalism with an emphasis on spacious public areas.
- Lectures & Cultural Programs: Extensive onboard lectures and local immersion programs.
- Itinerary Focus: Emphasis on historic and cultural routes in Europe, Asia, and beyond.

2017 Developments:

- Launch of new thematic cruises centered around art, history, and cuisine.
- Enhanced onboard Wi-Fi connectivity.
- Partnerships with museums and cultural institutions for exclusive shore visits.

Passenger Feedback: High marks for educational content and authentic cultural experiences,
making Viking Star ideal for intellectually curious travelers.

What Set These Ships Apart in 2017?

The standout features of these ships in 2017 stemmed from their ability to merge luxury with
authentic experiences, innovative onboard amenities, and meticulous service.

Key Differentiators:

- Personalized Service: All ships boasted high crew-to-passenger ratios, ensuring individualized
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attention.
- Culinary Excellence: Multiple dining venues with world-class chefs, diverse menus, and themed

nights.
- Itinerary Innovation: Unique routes that took passengers to less-visited ports, combined with

exclusive shore excursions.
- Wellness & Enrichment: Spa facilities, fitness programs, and cultural lectures added depth to the

cruise experience.
- Onboard Innovation: Technology upgrades and new entertainment options kept the experience

fresh and engaging.

Passenger Experience & Satisfaction in 2017

One of the essential elements that Berlitz emphasizes is passenger satisfaction, which directly
correlates with the ship?s rankings.

Common Themes from Passenger Feedback:

- Service Quality: Guests consistently rated staff professionalism, friendliness, and attentiveness
as excellent.

- Dining: Cuisine quality and variety received high praise, often being considered among the best
at sea.

- Comfort & Accommodation: Spacious suites and modern decor created a luxurious ambiance.
- Itinerary & Shore Excursions: Enrichment-focused excursions and immersive cultural

experiences were highly valued.
- Value for Money: Many passengers felt the all-inclusive packages, personalized services, and

unique experiences justified the cost.

Challenges Noted in 2017:

- Some ships experienced issues with onboard technology glitches.
- Limited availability on popular routes sometimes led to booking challenges.
- Shore excursion options, while diverse, could be affected by weather conditions.

The Impact of 2017 Trends on Berlitz Rankings

The cruising industry in 2017 saw several trends that influenced Berlitz?s evaluations:

- Increased Focus on Sustainability: Ships with eco-friendly initiatives and sustainable practices
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gained favor.
- Technology Integration: Faster Wi-Fi, digital concierge services, and entertainment apps

enhanced the onboard experience.
- Cultural & Authentic Experiences: Travelers sought more immersive shore excursions, leading

ships with specialized programs to rank higher.
- Luxury Redefined: The emphasis was on personalized service and bespoke experiences rather

than just opulence.

These trends reflected in the rankings, with ships that adapted quickly and innovated earning higher
scores.

Final Thoughts: The Legacy of Berlitz Cruising Ships in 2017

The 2017 Berlitz cruise ship rankings serve as a testament to the industry?s shift towards more
personalized, immersive, and environmentally conscious experiences. The ships that emerged at
the top of these rankings did so because they consistently delivered excellence across all
categories?service, cuisine, itinerary, and onboard amenities.

Key Takeaways:

- The most highly-rated ships combined luxury with authentic cultural immersion.
- Personalized service and attention to detail remained the gold standard.
- Innovation in technology and sustainability became crucial differentiators.
- Travelers in 2017 appreciated ships that offered comprehensive and inclusive packages,

enhancing the overall value.

As a result, the Berlitz Cruising rankings of 2017 provided a valuable guide for discerning travelers
seeking the best maritime experiences. Whether cruising for relaxation, cultural discovery, or
adventure, these ships set the benchmark for excellence, inspiring cruise lines to elevate their
offerings continually.

In Summary:

The Berlitz Cruising cruise ships of 2017 exemplified luxury, innovation, and authentic enrichment,
earning their places on the prestigious Berlitz rankings. For anyone considering a voyage that
blends comfort with cultural exploration, these ships remain a benchmark of excellence and a
testament to the evolving standards of the cruise industry.
 

 QuestionAnswer What were the main features of Berlitz Cruising's 2017 cruise ship offerings? In
2017, Berlitz Cruising highlighted ships known for their luxury amenities, unique itineraries, and high

Published by: cpcontacts.creightoncommunityfoundation.org Page 9 of 57



a cruising guide to the northwest caribbean Handbook Vol. 2024, Issue 5

customer satisfaction ratings, emphasizing cultural experiences and onboard comfort. Which cruise
ships operated by Berlitz Cruising in 2017 received the highest ratings? Ships such as the MS
Europa and MS Amadea were highly rated in 2017 for their exceptional service, elegant
accommodations, and enriching itineraries. How did Berlitz Cruising's 2017 cruises compare in
popularity to other cruise lines? In 2017, Berlitz Cruising was recognized for its premium offerings
and personalized service, making it a popular choice among travelers seeking upscale and culturally
immersive cruise experiences. What destinations did Berlitz Cruising focus on for their 2017 cruise
ships? In 2017, Berlitz Cruising primarily featured destinations in Europe, including the
Mediterranean, Baltic, and Northern Europe, along with selected global itineraries. Were there any
notable innovations or changes in Berlitz Cruising's 2017 fleet? Yes, 2017 saw enhancements in
onboard technologies, dining options, and themed excursions aimed at enriching passenger
experiences aboard Berlitz Cruising ships. How did customer reviews influence Berlitz Cruising's
2017 reputation? Customer reviews in 2017 consistently praised Berlitz Cruising for its personalized
service, cultural immersion, and luxurious amenities, positively impacting its reputation. Is Berlitz
Cruising still a relevant choice for cruise travelers based on their 2017 offerings? Yes, Berlitz
Cruising's 2017 focus on luxury, cultural experiences, and high-quality service continues to make it a
relevant and sought-after option for discerning travelers. 

 
Related keywords: Berlitz cruise rankings, cruise ship reviews 2017, Berlitz travel guide, top cruise
lines 2017, cruise ship ratings, luxury cruises 2017, Berlitz cruise comparison, best cruise ships
2017, cruise vacation tips, Berlitz travel rankings

Cruising The Incredible Eastern Caribbean 2019 20

cruising the incredible eastern caribbean 2019 20

Embarking on a cruise through the Eastern Caribbean during 2019 and 2020 offered travelers an
unparalleled opportunity to explore some of the most breathtaking islands, vibrant cultures, and
pristine waters in the world. This region, renowned for its idyllic beaches, crystal-clear seas, and rich
history, became a favorite destination for cruise enthusiasts seeking both relaxation and adventure.
Over this period, cruise lines expanded their itineraries, introducing new ports of call, luxurious
onboard experiences, and curated excursions that allowed passengers to immerse themselves in
the unique charms of each island. Whether you were a first-time cruiser or a seasoned sailor, the
Eastern Caribbean in 2019-2020 promised a memorable voyage filled with stunning vistas, cultural
encounters, and leisure activities that catered to all interests.

Overview of the Eastern Caribbean Cruise Experience (2019-2020)

Published by: cpcontacts.creightoncommunityfoundation.org Page 10 of 57



a cruising guide to the northwest caribbean Handbook Vol. 2024, Issue 5

Why the Eastern Caribbean?

The Eastern Caribbean is famed for its warm, inviting waters and diverse islands, each offering
distinct attractions. Its proximity to North America makes it an accessible and popular choice for
cruise vacations. The region boasts a mix of lively cities, tranquil beaches, and historic sites, making
it ideal for travelers seeking variety.

Key Ports of Call

During 2019-2020, typical Eastern Caribbean cruises included stops at:

- San Juan, Puerto Rico
- St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
- St. Maarten / Sint Maarten
- Antigua and Barbuda
- Barbados
- Dominica
- St. Lucia
- Tortola, British Virgin Islands

Each port offered unique excursions, from exploring colonial architecture to snorkeling in vibrant
coral reefs.

Popular Cruise Lines and Ships

Leading cruise companies operating in the region included:

- Royal Caribbean International
- Carnival Cruise Line
- Norwegian Cruise Line
- Celebrity Cruises
- MSC Cruises

Their ships ranged from massive, amenity-packed vessels to more intimate, luxury-focused ships,
providing options for different traveler preferences.

Highlights of the 2019-2020 Eastern Caribbean Cruises

Onboard Experiences
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Cruise ships during this period emphasized:

- Innovative dining options, including specialty restaurants and local cuisine tastings
- Entertainment shows, from Broadway-style productions to live music
- Wellness facilities such as spas, gyms, and yoga classes
- Family-friendly activities, including water parks and kids? clubs
- Enrichment programs like cooking classes and cultural lectures

Excursions and Shore Activities

Passengers had access to a wide array of excursions:

- Snorkeling and scuba diving in coral reefs
- Beach days at renowned spots like Eagle Beach (Aruba) or Magens Bay (St. Thomas)
- Historical tours, such as Old San Juan?s forts and colonial architecture
- Nature hikes through rainforests and waterfalls in Dominica and St. Lucia
- Water sports including jet skiing, paddleboarding, and sailing

Special Events and Themed Cruises

Some cruises featured themed voyages, such as:

- Carnival?s ?Latin Fiesta? with dance classes and Latin music
- Family-oriented cruises with character meet-and-greets
- Luxury voyages emphasizing spa retreats and fine dining
- Holiday-themed cruises during Christmas and New Year celebrations

Key Destinations and What to Expect

San Juan, Puerto Rico

- Rich history with Spanish colonial architecture
- El Morro and San Cristobal forts
- Vibrant nightlife and local cuisine
- Shopping districts with duty-free stores

St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
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- Famous for shopping at Charlotte Amalie
- Stunning beaches and water sports
- Mountain top viewpoints offering panoramic vistas

St. Maarten / Sint Maarten

- Unique blend of Dutch and French cultures
- Amazing beaches like Orient Bay
- Iconic Maho Beach with nearby airport landings
- Excursions to nearby islands and snorkeling spots

Antigua and Barbuda

- 365 beaches?one for each day of the year
- Historical sites like Nelson?s Dockyard
- Water-based activities and sailing excursions

Barbados

- Rich cultural festivals
- Historic sites like George Washington House
- Rum distilleries tours
- Surfing and beach relaxation

Dominica

- Rugged landscapes and rainforests
- Boiling Lake and waterfalls
- Eco-tourism and hiking adventures

St. Lucia

- Iconic Pitons and scenic drives
- Hot springs and mud baths
- Waterfalls and rainforest hikes
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Tortola, British Virgin Islands

- Pristine beaches and coral reefs
- Sailing and boat charters
- Local markets and island villages

Travel Tips for Cruising the Eastern Caribbean (2019-2020)

Planning and Booking

- Book early to secure preferred staterooms and excursions
- Consider different cabin types, from interior to balcony suites
- Look for promotional deals or bundled packages

Pack Smart

- Bring lightweight clothing, swimwear, and sun protection
- Include a hat, sunglasses, and reef-safe sunscreen
- Pack a formal outfit for special dinner nights
- Carry necessary travel documents, including passports and visas if required

Onboard Etiquette and Tips

- Tipping is customary; generally, $10-$15 per person per day
- Be respectful of fellow travelers and crew
- Participate in onboard activities to maximize experience

Safety and Health

- Stay hydrated and use sunscreen
- Follow safety guidelines during water activities
- Keep personal belongings secure

Conclusion: Why the Eastern Caribbean of 2019-2020 Was a Top
Choice
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Cruising the Eastern Caribbean during 2019 and 2020 was an extraordinary experience that
combined the allure of tropical paradise with the convenience of modern cruise travel. The region?s
diverse islands offered a mosaic of cultural, historical, and natural attractions, ensuring that every
traveler found something to enchant them. The cruises during this period showcased innovations in
onboard entertainment, dining, and excursions, elevating the overall experience. Despite global
challenges that emerged in 2020, the memories created during these voyages remain a testament
to the region?s timeless appeal and the enduring joy of exploring the Caribbean by sea. For those
seeking sun-soaked beaches, vibrant cultures, and unforgettable adventures, the Eastern
Caribbean in these years stood out as an exceptional destination for cruise enthusiasts worldwide.
 
Cruising the Incredible Eastern Caribbean 2019/20: An Unforgettable Voyage

Embarking on a cruise through the Eastern Caribbean 2019/20 itinerary offers travelers an
extraordinary blend of sun-soaked beaches, vibrant cultures, and luxurious onboard experiences.
This particular cruise season was notable for its exceptional destinations, stellar service, and
immersive excursions that left passengers with memories to cherish for a lifetime. Whether you're a
seasoned cruiser or considering your first voyage, exploring the Eastern Caribbean during this
period proved to be a compelling choice, blending adventure with relaxation in the most picturesque
settings.

Overview of the Eastern Caribbean 2019/20 Cruise Experience

The Eastern Caribbean cruise route traditionally includes ports such as San Juan (Puerto Rico), St.
Thomas (U.S. Virgin Islands), St. Maarten, and sometimes additional stops like Tortola or Antigua,
depending on the cruise line and itinerary. The 2019/20 season was particularly appealing due to
favorable weather, increased port options, and enhanced onboard amenities.

Highlights of the 2019/20 Season

- Optimal Weather Conditions: The period from late 2019 into early 2020 was characterized by
warm temperatures and minimal storm activity, making for smooth sailing and enjoyable shore
excursions.

- Diverse Ports of Call: From historic San Juan to the bustling markets of St. Maarten, the
itinerary offered a broad spectrum of cultural and natural experiences.

- Enhanced Onboard Features: Many cruise lines introduced new amenities, updated ships, and
more inclusive excursions, elevating the overall experience.

- Pre- and Post-Cruise Options: The timing allowed travelers to extend their vacations with land
stays, exploring islands more deeply or enjoying mainland activities.

Destinations and Shore Excursions
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One of the main attractions of the Eastern Caribbean cruise is the variety of ports and activities
available. Each destination offers its unique flavor, from historical sites to pristine beaches and
vibrant markets.

San Juan, Puerto Rico

Overview

San Juan served as the primary gateway for many cruises in the region. Its blend of colonial history,
modern culture, and natural beauty makes it an ideal starting point.

Key Attractions

- Old San Juan: Historic colonial architecture, colorful buildings, and fortresses like El Morro and
San Cristobal.

- Rainforest Adventures: The El Yunque Rainforest offers hiking, waterfalls, and lush landscapes.
- Beaches: Isla Verde Beach is perfect for sunbathing and water sports.

Shore Excursion Highlights

- Guided historical walking tours of Old San Juan.
- Snorkeling trips to nearby coral reefs.
- Rum factory tours showcasing Puerto Rican spirits.

Pros:

- Rich history and architecture.
- Easy access to natural parks.
- Wide variety of shopping and dining options.

Cons:

- Can be crowded during peak times.
- Some excursions require significant walking or physical activity.

St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
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Overview

Famous for its shopping, beaches, and scenic vistas, St. Thomas is a favorite among cruise
passengers.

Key Attractions

- Magens Bay: One of the most beautiful beaches in the world, ideal for swimming and relaxing.
- Blackbeard?s Castle: Offers panoramic views and historical insights.
- Charlotte Amalie: The main town with duty-free shopping, local markets, and historic sites.

Shore Excursion Highlights

- Island tours with panoramic viewpoints.
- Water sports including kayaking and jet skiing.
- Shopping excursions in duty-free stores.

Pros:

- Scenic beauty and excellent beaches.
- Wide range of shopping opportunities.
- Short travel times from port to attractions.

Cons:

- Can be busy with cruise ships arriving simultaneously.
- Prices for shopping and excursions may be higher.

St. Maarten/Saint Martin

Overview

Unique for its division into French and Dutch sides, St. Maarten offers a blend of European elegance
and Caribbean fun.

Key Attractions
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- Orient Bay: Known for lively beach clubs and water sports.
- Marigot: French-style markets and cafes.
- Philipsburg: Dutch colonial architecture and duty-free shopping.

Shore Excursion Highlights

- Snorkeling and diving trips.
- Island tours exploring both sides.
- Gourmet food experiences on the French side.

Pros:

- Cultural diversity and unique cuisine.
- Beautiful beaches and water activities.
- Great shopping and dining options.

Cons:

- Some excursions can be expensive.
- Divided geography may require transportation between sides.

Onboard Experience and Ship Features

The 2019/20 cruise season saw many ships incorporating modern amenities, entertainment, and
dining options to cater to a broad demographic, from families to retirees.

Ship Features

- Luxury Accommodations: From interior staterooms to opulent suites with balconies.
- Dining Options: Multiple restaurants offering international cuisines, specialty dining, and casual

eateries.
- Entertainment: Broadway-style shows, live music, comedy clubs, and themed parties.
- Activities and Recreation: Pools, spas, fitness centers, rock-climbing walls, mini-golf, and more.
- Kids and Family Facilities: Dedicated clubs, water parks, and family-friendly entertainment.

Notable Ships of 2019/20
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- Royal Caribbean?s Symphony of the Seas: Known for its innovative features like the Ultimate
Abyss slide and Central Park.

- Carnival?s Horizon: Offering a range of activities, including a IMAX theater and a
Havana-themed area.

- Princess Cruises? Sky Princess: Focused on luxury and relaxation, with a focus on wellness.

Pros:

- Wide variety of onboard entertainment.
- Excellent dining choices.
- Opportunities for relaxation and adventure.

Cons:

- Large ships can feel crowded.
- Additional costs for specialty dining and excursions.

Dining and Cuisine

The cruise lines catering to the Eastern Caribbean route place a premium on culinary diversity,
aiming to satisfy broad preferences.

Main Dining Options

- Formal dining rooms serving multi-course meals.
- Buffet venues with international offerings.
- Specialty restaurants featuring steak, seafood, Asian cuisine, and more.
- Casual cafes and poolside bars.

Culinary Highlights

- Fresh seafood, including local specialties like conch and reef fish.
- Caribbean-inspired dishes such as jerk chicken, plantains, and tropical fruits.
- Themed dinner nights celebrating international flavors.

Pros:
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- Extensive variety catering to dietary needs.
- Quality and presentation often high.
- Opportunities for themed dining experiences.

Cons:

- Extra charges for specialty dining options.
- Crowding during peak meal times.

Activities and Entertainment

Beyond the natural beauty and port excursions, onboard entertainment plays a vital role in crafting
an unforgettable cruise experience.

Entertainment Highlights

- Broadway-style shows and live performances.
- Comedy clubs and variety acts.
- Movie screenings under the stars.
- Casino gaming areas.

Activities

- Fitness classes, yoga, and wellness seminars.
- Art classes, cooking demonstrations, and workshops.
- Nightclubs, lounges, and themed party nights.

Pros/Cons

Pros:

- Wide range of entertainment options.
- Opportunities to meet fellow travelers.
- Engaging activities for all ages.

Cons:
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- Can be overwhelming for some travelers seeking tranquility.
- Additional costs for some activities.

Pros and Cons of Cruising the Eastern Caribbean 2019/20

Pros:

- Access to some of the most beautiful islands in the Caribbean.
- Generally good weather, especially in winter months.
- Rich cultural experiences and diverse landscapes.
- Modern ships with extensive amenities.
- All-inclusive options simplify planning.

Cons:

- Crowded ports during peak seasons.
- Potential for seasickness in rough waters.
- Additional costs for excursions, specialty dining, and onboard activities.
- Environmental impact concerns regarding large cruise ships.

Conclusion: Is the Eastern Caribbean 2019/20 Worth It?

Cruising the Eastern Caribbean during 2019/20 proved to be an exceptional choice for those
seeking a blend of adventure, relaxation, and cultural immersion. The season?s favorable weather,
combined with the variety of ports and onboard luxury, created a truly memorable experience.
Whether exploring historic sites, lounging on pristine beaches, or enjoying world-class entertainment
onboard, travelers found this cruise season to be rewarding and enriching.

While some downsides, such as crowds and additional expenses, are inherent to large cruise
vacations, the overall value and experience offered by the Eastern Caribbean cruises of 2019/20
make them a compelling option for anyone looking to indulge in the beauty and diversity of the
Caribbean islands. Planning ahead, selecting the right cruise line and ship, and balancing shore
excursions with onboard relaxation can help maximize the enjoyment of this incredible journey.
 

 QuestionAnswer What were the main highlights of the 2019-2020 Eastern Caribbean cruise
itinerary? The 2019-2020 Eastern Caribbean cruise featured stops at popular destinations such as
St. Thomas, St. Maarten, Antigua, and Barbados, offering travelers a mix of pristine beaches,
vibrant local culture, and scenic excursions like snorkeling, island tours, and historical sightseeing.
Which cruise lines offered the Eastern Caribbean route during 2019-2020? Major cruise lines
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including Royal Caribbean, Carnival, Norwegian Cruise Line, and MSC Cruises provided Eastern
Caribbean itineraries during 2019-2020, catering to a variety of preferences and budget ranges.
Were there any notable events or trends during cruising in the Eastern Caribbean in 2019-2020?
Yes, the 2019-2020 season saw increased interest in eco-friendly excursions and luxury
experiences, as well as new ship deployments with updated amenities. However, the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020 led to disruptions and cancellations towards the end of the
season. What health and safety measures were implemented on Eastern Caribbean cruises in
2019-2020? Cruise lines followed standard health protocols, including enhanced sanitation, health
screenings, and safety briefings. After early 2020, additional COVID-19 precautions, such as social
distancing, mask mandates, and testing, were introduced to ensure passenger safety. How did the
COVID-19 pandemic impact cruising the Eastern Caribbean during 2019-2020? The pandemic led
to early season cancellations, suspension of cruises, and port restrictions in 2020. Many cruises
were cut short or rescheduled, significantly affecting the industry and travelers' plans during the
latter part of the season. Is cruising the Eastern Caribbean in 2019-2020 still a popular choice
among travelers? While the 2019-2020 season was popular, the pandemic caused a decline in
cruising activity. As the industry recovers, Eastern Caribbean cruises are regaining popularity due to
their beautiful islands, but travelers now prioritize safety and flexible booking options. 

 
Related keywords: Eastern Caribbean cruise, Caribbean cruise 2019, Caribbean cruise 2020,
Eastern Caribbean vacation, Caribbean cruise itinerary, Caribbean cruise deals, Caribbean cruise
ports, Caribbean cruise tips, Eastern Caribbean islands, Caribbean cruise reviews

Read the full article online: Cruising the incredible eastern caribbean 2019 20

The cruising guide to the leeward islands anguilla

The Cruising Guide to the Leeward Islands Anguilla

Anguilla, a stunning Caribbean island nestled within the Leeward Islands, is a premier destination for
sailors and yachting enthusiasts seeking pristine beaches, crystal-clear waters, and vibrant culture.
Whether you're planning a leisurely cruise or a more adventurous voyage, understanding the ins
and outs of Anguilla?s cruising environment is essential for a safe and enjoyable experience. This
comprehensive cruising guide to the Leeward Islands Anguilla provides valuable insights into
navigation, anchorages, local regulations, attractions, and practical tips to help you make the most
of your journey.

Introduction to Anguilla and the Leeward Islands
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The Leeward Islands form part of the Lesser Antilles in the Caribbean, comprising several islands
known for their idyllic beaches, warm waters, and welcoming communities. Anguilla stands out
within this chain due to its exclusivity, natural beauty, and well-developed yachting infrastructure.

Anguilla's strategic location offers convenient access from neighboring islands such as St. Martin,
St. Barths, and Antigua. Its proximity to these popular sailing routes makes it a favored stop for
cruising yachts, whether for overnight stays or extended visits.

Best Time to Cruise to Anguilla

Understanding the optimal timing for cruising to Anguilla ensures better weather conditions and a
more pleasurable experience.

Peak Season

- December to April
- Characterized by warm, dry weather, and less rain
- High season with increased maritime traffic and higher mooring fees

Off-Peak Season

- May to November
- Hotter and wetter months with occasional tropical showers
- Fewer crowds and more favorable prices

Tip: The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June to November, so always check weather forecasts
and advisories before planning your trip.

Navigation and Entry Requirements

Navigating to Anguilla requires adherence to maritime regulations and awareness of local
conditions. Here are key points to consider:

Approach and Entry

- The main entry point is via Road Bay on the northwest coast, where the main harbor is located.
- Vessels should contact the Anguilla Customs and Immigration authorities upon arrival.
- Clearance procedures typically involve presenting passports, boat documentation, and a crew
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list.

Navigational Aids and Charts

- Use updated nautical charts specific to the Caribbean and Anguilla waters.
- Prominent navigational aids include the Stony Bay Light and the Anguilla Light, which mark safe

approaches.
- Keep a lookout for reefs, shoals, and submerged rocks, especially near the shoreline.

Weather Considerations

- Check marine weather forecasts regularly.
- Be cautious of trade winds, which are generally steady, but can cause choppy seas during

certain seasons.
- Avoid navigating during storms or heavy weather conditions.

Popular Anchorages and Mooring Locations

Anguilla offers numerous well-protected anchorages and mooring options suitable for different types
of vessels.

Road Bay

- Located on the northwest coast, it is the primary harbor for cruising vessels.
- Features a well-maintained harbor with mooring balls and anchoring options.
- Close to beaches, restaurants, and the island?s main amenities.

Sandy Island

- A small, picturesque cay just off the coast of Anguilla, accessible by dinghy.
- Perfect for day trips, snorkeling, and picnics.
- Limited mooring facilities, so anchoring or tendering is common.

Crocus Bay

- Known for its tranquil waters and scenic surroundings.
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- Protected from prevailing winds, making it a good anchorage during rougher weather.
- Close to luxury resorts and beaches.

Little Bay

- Located on the southern coast, ideal for anchoring away from busy areas.
- Offers calm waters and beautiful scenery.

Anchoring Tips and Regulations

- Always check for local anchoring restrictions; some areas may be protected or prohibited.
- Use designated mooring balls where available to minimize environmental impact.
- Maintain a respectful distance from coral reefs and marine life.
- Follow "Leave No Trace" principles by disposing of waste properly.

Facilities and Amenities for Cruisers

Anguilla provides a range of facilities to support cruising sailors.

Marinas and Yacht Services

- The Anguilla Yacht Club offers berthing, provisioning, fueling, and maintenance services.
- Several private marinas and docks accommodate visiting vessels.

Provisioning and Supplies

- Supermarkets and specialty stores in The Valley provide fresh produce, meats, and Caribbean
specialties.

- Marine supply shops stock necessary equipment and parts.

Fuel and Water

- Fuel can be obtained at the main harbor in Road Bay.
- Fresh water supplies are available at marinas and some fueling stations.

Connectivity
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- Wi-Fi is available at many marinas and hotels.
- Cellphone coverage is reliable in most areas.

Local Attractions and Activities

Cruising to Anguilla isn?t just about sailing; it?s also about exploring the island?s rich culture and
natural beauty.

Beaches

- Shoal Bay East: Known for its powdery sands and excellent snorkeling.
- Rendezvous Bay: Long stretch of beach ideal for relaxation.
- Meads Bay: Picturesque with calm waters perfect for swimming.

Dining and Nightlife

- Enjoy Caribbean cuisine at local restaurants such as Blanchard's or The Pumphouse.
- Beach bars and resorts offer lively nightlife options.

Historical and Cultural Sites

- The Old Factory: A historical sugar factory turned cultural site.
- Wallbluff House: A restored plantation house showcasing Anguilla?s colonial history.
- Art galleries and craft markets to experience local artistry.

Outdoor Activities

- Snorkeling and diving around coral reefs and wrecks.
- Kayaking and paddleboarding in calm bays.
- Hiking trails exploring the island?s scenic landscapes.

Environmental Considerations and Responsible Cruising

Protecting Anguilla?s pristine environment is crucial for future generations of sailors and residents
alike.
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- Avoid anchoring on coral reefs to prevent damage.
- Use eco-friendly cleaning products on your vessel.
- Participate in local conservation efforts, such as beach cleanups.
- Respect wildlife and marine life, maintaining a safe distance.

Practical Tips for Cruisers

- Always carry up-to-date charts, navigation tools, and local guides.
- Have sufficient provisioning and fuel for your stay.
- Communicate with local authorities and marinas ahead of your arrival.
- Be mindful of tide and current conditions, especially when approaching shallow areas.
- Prepare for variable weather and have contingency plans.

Conclusion

The cruising guide to the Leeward Islands Anguilla offers a comprehensive overview for sailors
seeking an unforgettable Caribbean adventure. With its idyllic anchorages, friendly ports, and vibrant
culture, Anguilla stands as a must-visit destination for cruising enthusiasts. By understanding
navigation procedures, respecting environmental guidelines, and exploring the island?s natural and
cultural attractions, mariners can enjoy a safe, enriching, and responsible voyage. Whether you?re
anchoring in Road Bay, exploring Sandy Island, or enjoying the local cuisine, Anguilla promises a
quintessential Caribbean sailing experience that will leave lasting memories.
 
Cruising Guide to the Leeward Islands Anguilla: Your Ultimate Marine Adventure

Embarking on a sailing voyage through the stunning Leeward Islands, particularly Anguilla, offers an
unparalleled blend of pristine beaches, crystal-clear waters, vibrant culture, and world-class
amenities. Whether you?re an experienced sailor or a novice explorer, this comprehensive guide
aims to equip you with all the essential information to make your Anguilla cruise safe, enjoyable, and
memorable.

Introduction to Anguilla as a Cruising Destination

Nestled in the northeastern Caribbean, Anguilla is a British Overseas Territory renowned for its
unspoiled beauty and laid-back atmosphere. Its strategic location within the Leeward Islands makes
it an ideal anchoring point for exploring the wider Caribbean region.

Key Highlights:
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- Over 30 beaches, many ranked among the world?s best
- Friendly local community with rich cultural traditions
- Superb yachting facilities and marinas
- Proximity to other popular islands like Saint Martin, Saint Kitts, and Antigua

Preparing for Your Anguilla Cruise

Before setting sail, meticulous planning ensures smooth navigation and enjoyment.

1. Maritime Regulations and Entry Requirements

- Customs and Immigration: All vessels arriving in Anguilla must clear customs. Immigration
formalities are straightforward but require valid passports for all crew members.

- Visas: Most travelers from North America and Europe do not need visas for short visits;
however, check current requirements before departure.

- Documentation: Ensure your vessel?s registration, proof of insurance, and crew lists are
up-to-date.

2. Weather and Best Cruising Seasons

- Peak Season: December to April, when trade winds are steady and weather is dry.
- Off-Peak: May to November, with increased risk of hurricanes and tropical storms?if cruising

during this period, monitor weather updates closely.
- Wind Conditions: Typically easterly trade winds ranging from 10-20 knots, ideal for sailing.

3. Equipment and Safety Checks

- Ensure your vessel is equipped with:
- Up-to-date navigation charts (digital and paper)
- AIS and radar
- Life jackets, flares, and emergency beacons
- Stable anchoring gear suitable for sandy and coral bottoms

Navigation and Anchoring in Anguilla

Navigating the waters around Anguilla is generally straightforward but requires attention to detail
due to shallow reefs and coral heads.
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1. Main Entry Points

- Sandy Ground (West End): The primary harbor with a well-equipped marina.
- Road Bay (North Coast): Popular anchoring spot with good protection.
- Crocus Bay (Southeast): A tranquil anchorage near the island?s southern tip.
- The Valley: For those planning to explore inland, but less ideal for anchoring.

2. Navigational Challenges

- Shallow reefs and coral heads near the shoreline
- Strong currents in certain channels
- Limited night navigation facilities?prefer daytime entry

3. Anchoring Tips

- Use appropriate anchors for sandy bottoms; ensure good holding.
- Drop anchors well in advance of reefs or rocks.
- Use anchor balls or mooring buoys where available to prevent damage.
- Be mindful of local regulations and protected marine areas.

Marinas and Harbors: Facilities and Services

Anguilla offers several marinas equipped to host cruising vessels, providing essentials like fuel,
provisioning, and repair services.

1. The Valley Marina

- Located near the capital, The Valley
- Offers fuel, water, electricity, and provisioning
- On-site maintenance and repair services

2. Blowing Point and Sandy Ground

- Smaller marinas and anchoring options
- Good for short stays and quick provisioning
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3. Mooring and Anchorage Options

- Mooring balls available at major anchorages
- Free and paid options?confirm with local authorities

Must-Visit Anchorages and Beaches

Anguilla?s coastline is dotted with idyllic spots perfect for relaxing, snorkeling, and exploring.

1. Shoal Bay East

- One of the most famous beaches globally
- Crystal-clear waters and soft white sand
- Excellent snorkeling and beach bars

2. Meads Bay

- Elegant resort surroundings
- Calm waters ideal for swimming and paddleboarding
- Nearby restaurants and shops

3. Crocus Bay

- Secluded anchorage with coral reefs
- Perfect for snorkeling and diving
- Home to the famous Dune Preserve

4. Little Bay

- Remote and less crowded
- Accessible by boat or hiking
- Surrounded by dramatic cliffs and caves

Activities and Excursions

Anguilla is more than just a cruising stop; it?s a hub for diverse activities.
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1. Snorkeling and Diving

- Explore vibrant coral reefs at Crocus Bay and Little Bay.
- Dive sites include The Dives and The Pinnacles.
- Many local operators offer guided tours and equipment rentals.

2. Cultural and Historical Sites

- Visit the Anguilla Museum to learn about the island?s history.
- Tour the old plantation ruins and colonial estates.
- Attend local festivals like Anguilla Day in May.

3. Dining and Nightlife

- Savor local seafood at beachside shacks and upscale restaurants.
- Notable eateries: Straw Hat Restaurant, Veya.
- Enjoy live music and beach parties during peak season.

4. Land Tours and Nature Trails

- Explore the Cove Bay Nature Reserve.
- Hike to Scilly Cay for a picnic and snorkeling.
- Rent scooters or bikes for inland exploration.

Provisioning and Supplies

Getting provisions in Anguilla is straightforward, with several supermarkets and specialty stores.

Key Locations:

- The Valley Supermarket: Largest selection of groceries.
- Island Harbor Market: Fresh produce and local products.
- Specialty stores: For wine, spirits, and marine supplies.

Tips:
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- Stock up before arriving, especially if heading to remote anchorages.
- Fresh seafood can often be bought directly from local fishermen.
- Consider provisioning for several days, as some remote spots have limited supplies.

Environmental Considerations and Marine Conservation

Anguilla is committed to preserving its natural beauty, and cruisers should adhere to environmentally
friendly practices.

- Avoid anchoring on coral reefs?use designated anchoring spots.
- Do not disturb marine life or take coral or shells.
- Use reef-safe sunscreens.
- Dispose of trash responsibly?use designated disposal areas.

Local Etiquette and Cultural Tips

Respect for local customs enhances your experience.

- Greet locals warmly?they are friendly and welcoming.
- Tipping is customary in restaurants and for services.
- Dress modestly when visiting cultural sites.
- Support local businesses and artisans.

Safety Tips for Cruisers in Anguilla

- Keep updated on weather forecasts, especially during hurricane season.
- Use a reliable navigation system.
- Maintain communication with nearby vessels and authorities.
- Have emergency contacts and local maritime authorities? numbers handy.
- Be cautious of shallow reefs and coral heads.

Conclusion: Making the Most of Your Anguilla Cruise

Cruising the Leeward Islands, with Anguilla at the heart, promises an extraordinary adventure filled
with natural splendor, cultural richness, and maritime excitement. Proper planning, respect for the
environment, and an open mind to new experiences will ensure your voyage is safe, enjoyable, and
truly unforgettable.
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Whether you?re lounging on world-renowned beaches, exploring vibrant reefs, or immersing
yourself in local traditions, Anguilla offers a quintessential Caribbean sailing experience that will
beckon you back time and again.

Happy cruising!
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the must-visit anchorages in Anguilla for cruisers following the
Leeward Islands guide? Top anchorages include Shoal Bay, Sandy Island, and Cove Bay, offering
pristine beaches, clear waters, and good holding grounds, making them ideal stops for cruisers
exploring Anguilla. Are there any specific navigation tips for cruising around Anguilla as outlined in
the Leeward Islands guide? Yes, navigators should be cautious of shallow areas near the reefs,
especially around the Shoal Bay entry, and utilize detailed charts and local advice to avoid hazards.
Tidal currents and weather conditions are also important factors to consider. What provisioning and
customs procedures should cruisers be aware of when entering Anguilla according to the cruising
guide? Cruisers should clear customs at the main port, The Valley, and ensure they have all
necessary documentation. Provisions can be obtained locally at various stores, but it?s
recommended to stock up beforehand, as supplies may be limited in remote anchorages. What are
the recommended activities and local attractions in Anguilla highlighted in the cruising guide? The
guide recommends exploring the island?s stunning beaches like Shoal Bay, visiting local art
galleries, enjoying authentic Caribbean cuisine, and experiencing snorkeling and diving spots such
as the wreck of the USS Aquila. How does the cruising guide suggest planning the itinerary for a trip
through the Leeward Islands including Anguilla? It advises starting from St. Maarten or St. Kitts,
then moving southward to Anguilla and neighboring islands, allowing ample time for exploring each
location, considering weather windows, and planning for provisioning and customs procedures at
each stop. 

 
Related keywords: Leeward Islands cruising, Anguilla sailing guide, Caribbean yacht charter,
Leeward Islands navigation, Anguilla beaches, Caribbean sailing destinations, Leeward Islands
marina info, Anguilla anchorages, Caribbean cruising tips, Leeward Islands travel guide

Read the full article online: The cruising guide to the leeward islands anguilla

the cruising guide to the northern leeward island

The cruising guide to the northern Leeward Islands offers sailors an unparalleled experience
navigating through some of the most stunning and diverse cruising grounds in the Caribbean.
Whether you're a seasoned sailor or a first-time visitor, this comprehensive guide provides essential
insights into the best anchorages, must-see attractions, safety tips, and logistical considerations for
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exploring these idyllic islands. From the lush landscapes of Antigua to the vibrant culture of St. Kitts,
the northern Leeward Islands promise a memorable voyage filled with natural beauty, rich history,
and warm Caribbean hospitality.

Introduction to the Northern Leeward Islands

The northern Leeward Islands form part of the Lesser Antilles archipelago and are renowned for
their pristine beaches, clear turquoise waters, and friendly maritime communities. This region
includes several key islands such as Antigua, Barbuda, Saint Kitts, Nevis, and Montserrat. Its
strategic location and favorable wind conditions make it an ideal cruising ground for sailors seeking
both adventure and relaxation.

Why Cruise the Northern Leeward Islands?

- Diverse anchorages and protected harbors
- Rich cultural heritage and historical sites
- Favorable sailing conditions with steady trade winds
- Vibrant local communities and friendly locals
- Beautiful natural scenery including volcanic landscapes, beaches, and coral reefs

Planning Your Cruise in the Northern Leeward Islands

Proper planning ensures a safe and enjoyable voyage. Here are key elements to consider:

Best Time to Cruise

The prime cruising season runs from December to April when the weather is dry, winds are steady,
and hurricane risk is minimal. The summer months (June to September) tend to be wetter and more
prone to storms, so plan accordingly.

Necessary Documentation and Customs

- Valid passports for all travelers
- Clearance from local authorities (arranged at entry ports)
- Awareness of visa requirements depending on your nationality
- Cruising permits or boat documentation

Navigation Charts and Resources
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Utilize up-to-date navigational charts, electronic navigation systems, and cruising guides. Local
marinas and harbor masters can provide current information on hazards and port procedures.

Key Islands and Their Highlights

Each island in the northern Leeward group offers its unique attractions and cruising experiences.

Antigua and Barbuda

Known as the "Sailing Capital of the Caribbean," Antigua boasts over 365 beaches and a lively
yachting scene.

Top Highlights:

- Nelson's Dockyard: a historic maritime museum and marina
- Antigua Yacht Club Marina
- Shirley Heights: panoramic views and Sunday evening parties
- Deep Bay and Green Island for snorkeling and diving

Anchorages & Moorings:

- English Harbour
- Falmouth Harbour
- Deep Bay
- Freeman?s Bay

Saint Kitts and Nevis

These twin islands combine lush rainforests, volcanic landscapes, and historic sugar plantations.

Top Highlights:

- Brimstone Hill Fortress: a UNESCO World Heritage Site
- Nevis Peak and Pinney?s Beach
- Carambola Beach and Frigate Bay
- Nevis Botanical Gardens

Anchorages & Moorings:

Published by: cpcontacts.creightoncommunityfoundation.org Page 35 of 57



a cruising guide to the northwest caribbean Handbook Vol. 2024, Issue 5

- Basseterre Harbour (St. Kitts)
- Nelson?s Spring Bay (Nevis)
- White House Bay (Nevis)

Montserrat

The "Emerald Isle of the Caribbean" is famous for its volcanic activity and rugged terrain.

Top Highlights:

- Soufrière Hills Volcano and the exclusion zone
- Little Bay Beach
- Montserrat Volcano Observatory

Anchoring Tips:

- Be aware of volcanic ash and potential hazards
- Check local advisories before anchoring

Navigational Tips and Safety Considerations

Navigating the northern Leeward Islands requires attention to detail and safety awareness.

Common Navigational Hazards

- Shallow reefs and coral heads near popular anchorages
- Strong trade winds and gusty conditions
- Sudden weather changes, especially during the hurricane season
- Submerged rocks and uncharted hazards in certain areas

Best Practices for Safe Sailing

- Always consult current charts and local notices
- Maintain vigilant lookout, especially near reefs and in narrow channels
- Use GPS and AIS systems for real-time navigation
- Keep VHF radio tuned to local Coast Guard channels
- Secure the vessel properly when anchoring or mooring
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Weather and Storm Preparation

- Monitor weather forecasts regularly
- Have a clear plan for seeking shelter in case of storms
- Ensure all safety equipment (life jackets, flares, first aid kit) is accessible

Popular Anchoring Spots and Marinas

Choosing the right anchorage or marina can significantly enhance your cruising experience.

Antigua

- English Harbour: a bustling marina with excellent services
- Falmouth Harbour: popular for its lively atmosphere and amenities
- Deep Bay: ideal for quiet anchoring and snorkeling

Saint Kitts & Nevis

- Basseterre Harbour: convenient for provisioning and customs
- Nelson?s Spring Bay: tranquil anchorage with scenic views
- Frigate Bay: lively area with restaurants and bars

Montserrat

- Little Bay: protected anchorage with stunning views
- Montserrat Yacht Club: a good base for exploring the island

Local Culture and Marine Activities

Engaging with local culture enriches your cruising experience.

Experiencing Local Festivals and Events

- Antigua Sailing Week (April)
- St. Kitts Music Festival (June)
- Montserrat Festival (October)
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Snorkeling and Diving

- Explore coral reefs and vibrant marine life
- Visit wreck sites and underwater caves
- Use local operators for guided tours

Fishing Opportunities

- Deep-sea fishing for marlin, tuna, and mahi-mahi
- Reef fishing for snapper and grouper

Environmental Responsibility and Conservation

Preserving the beauty of the northern Leeward Islands is vital for future generations.

- Practice eco-friendly anchoring to avoid damaging coral reefs
- Dispose of waste properly and avoid polluting waters
- Support local conservation efforts and marine protected areas
- Be mindful of wildlife and avoid disturbing marine habitats

Conclusion

The cruising guide to the northern Leeward Islands provides a roadmap to discovering some of the
most captivating and welcoming islands in the Caribbean. With careful planning, respect for local
customs and environment, and an adventurous spirit, sailors can enjoy a seamless voyage filled
with unforgettable moments. Whether exploring Antigua's historic sites, Nevis's lush landscapes, or
Montserrat's volcanic scenery, the northern Leeward Islands promise an enriching and exhilarating
sailing adventure that will stay with you long after you leave these tropical waters.

Embark on your Caribbean sailing journey today, and let the northern Leeward Islands be your next
unforgettable destination!
 
The Cruising Guide to the Northern Leeward Islands offers an invaluable resource for sailors and
boaters eager to explore this stunning and diverse region of the Caribbean. Renowned for its
crystal-clear waters, sheltered anchorages, vibrant cultures, and breathtaking scenery, the northern
Leeward Islands encompass a collection of islands that promise both adventure and tranquility.
Whether you?re a seasoned sailor or a novice cruiser, this comprehensive guide provides detailed
insights, practical tips, and essential information to ensure a safe and enjoyable voyage through
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these tropical waters.

Introduction to the Northern Leeward Islands

The northern Leeward Islands form a segment of the Caribbean archipelago, comprising several
islands that vary in size, character, and appeal. Typically including islands such as Antigua,
Barbuda, Saint Kitts, Nevis, Anguilla, and the Virgin Islands (British and U.S.), this region offers a
mix of lush landscapes, historic sites, luxury resorts, and vibrant local cultures. The area is favored
for its reliable trade winds, protected anchorages, and relatively straightforward navigation, making it
an ideal cruising ground.

This guide aims to familiarize cruisers with the key destinations, anchorages, marinas, and local
customs, along with safety considerations and practical advice. It is designed to help both first-time
visitors and seasoned sailors maximize their experience in this beautiful part of the Caribbean.

Navigation and Weather Conditions

Navigation Highlights

Navigating the northern Leeward Islands requires familiarity with Caribbean charts, local
navigational aids, and awareness of common hazards. Most cruising routes follow established
passages between islands, with many protected anchorages and marinas offering safe mooring
options.

- Main Navigational Aids: Buoys, beacons, and range markers are well-marked in major harbors.
- Common Hazards: Coral reefs, submerged rocks, and shifting shoals can pose risks; always

consult up-to-date charts.
- Depths: Generally favorable; however, some passages near reefs and islands require cautious

navigation.

Weather and Wind Patterns

The climate in the northern Leeward Islands is characterized by warm temperatures year-round and
consistent trade winds, making sailing predictable and enjoyable.

- Trade Winds: Usually steady from November to June, blowing at 10-20 knots.
- Hurricanes: The hurricane season runs from June to November; always monitor weather

forecasts and plan accordingly.
- Best Cruising Season: December to April offers the most predictable weather and calmer seas.
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Major Islands and Their Highlights

Antigua and Barbuda

Antigua is renowned for its 365 beaches?one for each day of the year?and a vibrant sailing scene.

Highlights:

- Nelson?s Dockyard: A historic British naval base with restored buildings, shops, and
restaurants.

- Antigua Race Week: An annual event attracting sailors worldwide.
- Deep Bay and Falmouth Harbour: Popular anchorages with good provisioning and services.

Pros:

- Rich maritime history.
- Excellent provisioning options.
- Good shelter in popular anchorages.

Cons:

- Can be crowded during peak season.
- Some anchorages may be busy or shallow.

Saint Kitts and Nevis

This twin-island nation features lush mountains, colonial architecture, and a relaxed atmosphere.

Highlights:

- Basseterre: Capital city with markets and historic sites.
- Nevis Peak: Offers hiking adventures with stunning views.
- Frigate Bay: A lively area with restaurants, bars, and nightspots.

Pros:
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- Rich history and culture.
- Scenic hiking and outdoor activities.
- Less crowded than Antigua.

Cons:

- Limited marina facilities compared to larger islands.
- Some anchorages can be exposed during northerly winds.

Anguilla

Known for its pristine beaches and exclusive resorts, Anguilla offers a luxurious cruising experience.

Highlights:

- Shoal Bay: One of the Caribbean?s most beautiful beaches.
- Sandy Ground: A vibrant area for dining and nightlife.
- Pristine anchorages with clear waters.

Pros:

- Quiet, upscale atmosphere.
- Excellent snorkeling and diving spots.
- Few crowds outside peak seasons.

Cons:

- Limited marina facilities.
- Higher costs for provisioning and services.

British Virgin Islands (BVI) ? Virgin Islands North

While technically part of the Virgin Islands, the northern BVI is often included in the northern
Leeward cruising considerations.

Highlights:
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- Tortola: Main island with marinas and provisioning.
- Jost Van Dyke: Famous for its lively beach bars.
- Norman Island: Legendary for snorkeling and the famous Willy T floating bar.

Pros:

- Well-developed infrastructure.
- Plenty of anchorages and marinas.
- Rich sailing and party scene.

Cons:

- Can be crowded during peak season.
- Higher mooring and marina fees.

Anchorages and Marinas

Top Anchorages

The region offers numerous protected anchorages suitable for overnight stays and day visits.

- Falmouth Harbour, Antigua: A bustling harbor with good holding and proximity to amenities.
- Deep Bay, Antigua: Protected by reef, excellent for anchoring overnight.
- Sandy Ground, Anguilla: A peaceful anchorage with stunning beaches.
- Jost Van Dyke, BVI: A lively anchorage with easy access to bars and restaurants.
- Nelson?s Dockyard, Antigua: Offers a historic setting with sheltered anchoring.

Features to Consider:

- Bottom type (sand, coral, rock).
- Depth and swing room.
- Protection from prevailing winds.

Marinas and Mooring Fields

For those seeking marina services, the region boasts several options:
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- Nelson?s Dockyard Marina (Antigua): Full-service marina with repair facilities.
- Tortola Marine Center (BVI): Well-equipped marina with provisioning and repairs.
- Sandy Ground (Anguilla): Mooring balls and limited marina services.
- Falmouth Harbour Marina: Popular for refueling and provisioning.

Pros:

- Access to fuel, provisions, and repairs.
- Safe harbor during storms or bad weather.

Cons:

- Costly compared to anchoring.
- Can be crowded during peak season.

Local Customs and Cultural Tips

Understanding local customs enhances the cruising experience and fosters respectful interactions.

- Greetings: Friendly greetings are customary; a simple ?Good morning/afternoon? goes a long
way.

- Marine Etiquette: Always observe anchoring and mooring protocols; avoid anchoring on coral
reefs.

- Environmental Responsibility: Use reef-safe sunscreens; dispose of waste properly; avoid
anchor damage.

- Local Laws: Be aware of customs regulations, visa requirements, and fishing restrictions.

Practical Tips for Cruising the Northern Leeward Islands

- Provisioning: Major islands like Antigua and Tortola have well-stocked supermarkets; smaller
islands may have limited supplies.

- Connectivity: Wi-Fi is available in marinas and some anchorages, but connectivity can be patchy
in remote areas.

- Language: English is the official language, making communication straightforward.
- Safety: Keep an eye on weather updates; always check charts before anchoring or maneuvering

near reefs.
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Conclusion

The cruising guide to the northern Leeward Islands provides a roadmap to exploring one of the
Caribbean?s most captivating regions. With its combination of sheltered anchorages, scenic beauty,
rich history, and vibrant cultures, this area offers an unforgettable sailing experience. Proper
preparation, awareness of weather and navigation conditions, and respect for local customs are key
to making the most of your journey. Whether you?re seeking peaceful beaches, lively marinas, or
adventurous exploring, the northern Leeward Islands stand ready to welcome you aboard and
provide a truly memorable Caribbean adventure.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the top cruising destinations in the Northern Leeward Islands? The
top cruising destinations include Antigua, Barbuda, Saint Kitts, Nevis, Saint Barthelemy, and Saint
Martin, each offering unique beaches, anchorages, and cultural experiences. When is the best time
of year to cruise the Northern Leeward Islands? The ideal time is from December to April, during the
dry season with moderate winds and calm seas, ideal for comfortable sailing and exploring. What
are essential navigation tips for cruising in the Northern Leeward Islands? Key tips include
understanding local currents and wind patterns, being aware of reefs and shallow areas, and
consulting detailed charts and cruising guides for safe navigation. Are there any specific port
regulations or customs procedures to be aware of? Yes, each island has its own customs and
immigration procedures. It's important to check visa requirements, port fees, and obtain necessary
permits in advance to ensure smooth entry and exit. What are some recommended anchorages and
marinas in the Northern Leeward Islands? Popular spots include Nelson's Dockyard in Antigua,
Pillory Beach on Barbuda, and the marinas in St. Martin and Saint Barthelemy, known for their
facilities and scenic settings. How can I find reliable weather information for planning my cruise?
Use reputable marine weather websites, apps like Windy or Windfinder, and local cruising guides
that provide updated forecasts to plan your routes safely. What safety precautions should I take
while cruising these islands? Ensure your vessel is well-maintained, carry updated charts, be aware
of changing weather conditions, and have safety equipment like life jackets, VHF radios, and
emergency supplies onboard. 

 
Related keywords: Northern Leeward Islands, Caribbean sailing, yacht charter, island hopping,
marine navigation, cruising destinations, Caribbean sailing guide, Leeward Islands itinerary, nautical
charts, tropical cruising

Read the full article online: The cruising guide to the northern leeward island
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Ocean cruise guides Alaska by cruise ship offer an unparalleled way to explore the breathtaking
landscapes, vibrant wildlife, and charming coastal towns of Alaska. Traveling by cruise ship provides
a unique combination of comfort, convenience, and access to remote destinations that are often
difficult to reach by other means. Whether you?re a first-time visitor or a seasoned cruise enthusiast,
understanding the ins and outs of an Alaska cruise can greatly enhance your experience. This
comprehensive guide aims to equip you with all the essential information you need to plan, enjoy,
and make the most of your journey through the Last Frontier.

Why Choose an Alaska Cruise by Ship?

Alaska is known for its rugged beauty, abundant wildlife, and glaciers, making it a bucket-list
destination for many travelers. Here?s why cruising is one of the best ways to explore this stunning
region:

Unmatched Convenience and Comfort

- All-in-one travel experience with accommodations, meals, and entertainment onboard.
- Travel between multiple destinations without the hassle of changing hotels or transportation.
- Access to remote areas that are difficult to reach by land or air.

Access to Iconic Destinations

- Glacier Bay National Park
- Hubbard Glacier
- Ketchikan, Juneau, and Skagway
- Sitka and other charming coastal towns

Wildlife Watching Opportunities

- Spot whales, eagles, sea otters, seals, and bears.
- Guided excursions with expert naturalists.

Expertly Curated Excursions

- Shore excursions tailored to your interests, from glacier hikes to cultural tours.
- Opportunities to explore Alaska?s wilderness and indigenous heritage.
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Planning Your Alaska Cruise: Essential Tips

Proper planning ensures a smooth and enjoyable cruise experience. Here are key factors to
consider:

Choosing the Right Cruise Line

Alaska cruise options vary significantly based on the cruise line, ship size, amenities, and itinerary.
Popular cruise lines include:

- Princess Cruises
- Holland America Line
- Norwegian Cruise Line
- Royal Caribbean International
- Celebrity Cruises

Each offers distinct experiences?ranging from luxury to family-friendly adventures.

Selecting the Best Itinerary

Most Alaska cruises fall into two main types:

- Inside Passage Cruises: Focus on the southeastern coast, including stops at Juneau,
Ketchikan, and Skagway.

- Glacier Cruises: Longer voyages that include scenic cruising through Glacier Bay or College
Fjord.

Consider the duration:

- 7-day cruises are most common.
- Longer cruises (10-14 days) explore more remote areas and include additional ports and

excursions.

Timing Your Cruise

Alaska cruise season runs from late April to September, with the peak months being June, July, and
August. Optimal timing considerations:
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- Summer months (June-August): Warmest weather, longest daylight hours, best wildlife
sightings.

- Early or late season (April-May, September): Fewer crowds, potential for discounts, but cooler
weather and limited wildlife activity.

Preparing for the Weather

Alaska?s weather can be unpredictable. Pack layers, waterproof clothing, and sturdy footwear.
Remember:

- Even in summer, temperatures can range from 45°F to 70°F.
- Bring sun protection for long daylight hours.
- Binoculars and cameras are highly recommended for wildlife viewing.

Booking Excursions and Shore Tours

Most cruise lines offer pre-booked shore excursions. To maximize your experience:

- Book popular tours early.
- Consider independent options if you prefer flexibility.
- Prioritize wildlife watching, glacier explorations, and cultural experiences.

What to Expect Onboard Your Alaska Cruise Ship

Understanding the onboard experience will help you prepare for your journey.

Ship Features and Amenities

Most Alaska cruise ships are well-equipped with:

- Spacious cabins, including interior, oceanview, balcony, and suite options.
- Dining options ranging from casual to fine dining.
- Entertainment venues like theaters, casinos, and bars.
- Wellness facilities including gyms, spas, and pools.
- Educational programs and naturalist-led talks.

Onboard Activities and Entertainment
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- Cooking classes and wine tastings.
- Art auctions and shopping boutiques.
- Fitness classes and outdoor activities.
- Evening shows and live performances.

Special Considerations for Alaska Cruises

- Some ships have outdoor observation decks perfect for wildlife viewing.
- Many ships incorporate naturalist guides and experts into the experience.
- Weather can influence onboard activities?be flexible and prepared.

Exploring Alaska?s Top Ports of Call by Cruise Ship

Each port offers unique sights and experiences. Here?s a detailed guide:

Juneau

- Alaska?s state capital, accessible only by boat or plane.
- Highlights: Mendenhall Glacier, whale watching tours, Mount Roberts Tramway, local museums.

Ketchikan

- Known as the "Salmon Capital of the World."
- Highlights: Creek Street historic district, Totem Heritage Center, outdoor adventures like

zip-lining.

Skagway

- Gateway to the Klondike Gold Rush.
- Highlights: White Pass & Yukon Route train, gold panning, historic tours.

Sitka

- Rich in indigenous Tlingit culture.
- Highlights: Native heritage centers, wildlife tours, fortress of the Pacific.
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Glacier Bay National Park

- UNESCO World Heritage Site.
- Highlights: Spectacular glaciers calving, marine wildlife, glaciers calving, guided naturalist

excursions.

College Fjord

- Scenic cruising through stunning fjords with glaciers and towering peaks.
- Ideal for photography and wildlife spotting.

Wildlife and Nature Experiences on Alaska Cruises

Alaska?s diverse ecosystems are a major draw. Here?s what you can expect:

Whale Watching

- Humpbacks, orcas, gray whales, and minke whales are common.
- Best viewing months: June to September.

Bird Watching

- Bald eagles, puffins, cormorants, and seabirds.

Land Wildlife

- Bears (brown and black), sea otters, seals, and moose.
- Wildlife viewing opportunities vary by port and season.

Glacier and Icefield Viewing

- Witness massive glaciers calving ice into the sea.
- Some cruises include optional helicopter or ice-climbing excursions.

Tips for a Memorable Alaska Cruise Experience
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Ensure you make the most of your journey with these helpful tips:

Pack Smart

- Layered clothing for variable weather.
- Waterproof outerwear.
- Comfortable walking shoes.
- Binoculars and camera gear.

Engage with Naturalists and Guides

- Attend onboard talks.
- Join shore excursions led by experts for deeper insights.

Stay Flexible and Open-Minded

- Weather and wildlife sightings can be unpredictable.
- Embrace spontaneous opportunities.

Respect Nature and Local Cultures

- Follow guidelines during wildlife encounters.
- Support local communities by purchasing authentic crafts and souvenirs.

Plan for Extra Time

- Arrive early to your departure port.
- Consider extending your trip with pre- or post-cruise land tours.

Additional Resources and Planning Tools

To help plan your Alaska cruise, consider consulting:

- Official cruise line websites for itineraries and booking.
- Travel review sites for passenger experiences.
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- Alaska tourism boards for land tour options.
- Naturalist groups for wildlife and glacier information.

Conclusion

An ocean cruise through Alaska by cruise ship offers an extraordinary blend of adventure,
relaxation, and discovery. From awe-inspiring glaciers and abundant wildlife to charming ports and
cultural heritage, Alaska?s landscapes are truly mesmerizing. With careful planning and an open
spirit, your Alaska cruise can become an unforgettable journey into one of the most pristine and
majestic regions on Earth. Prepare your camera, pack your sense of adventure, and get ready to
explore the Last Frontier from the comfort of a cruise ship?an experience that will leave you with
lifelong memories.
 
Ocean Cruise Guides Alaska by Cruise Ship: Navigating the Last Frontier?s Majestic Waters

Ocean cruise guides Alaska by cruise ship have become an essential resource for travelers seeking
to explore one of the most breathtaking and pristine wilderness areas on the planet. Alaska's rugged
coastline, towering glaciers, diverse wildlife, and vibrant port cities offer a once-in-a-lifetime
experience that is best appreciated from the deck of a cruise vessel. As the popularity of Alaskan
cruises continues to grow, so does the need for comprehensive guides that help travelers
understand what to expect, plan their journey effectively, and maximize their adventure.

In this article, we delve into the intricacies of navigating Alaska by cruise ship, exploring the different
routes, ship types, key ports of call, onboard experiences, and practical tips to make your voyage
unforgettable. Whether you are a first-time cruiser or a seasoned traveler, this guide aims to provide
clear, detailed insights into one of the most immersive ways to experience Alaska?s wild beauty.

Why Choose an Ocean Cruise for Alaska Exploration?

Alaska offers a variety of ways to explore ? from land tours and small boat excursions to
independent travel. However, traveling by cruise ship offers unique advantages:

- All-Inclusive Convenience: Most cruises include accommodations, meals, entertainment, and
excursions, providing seamless convenience.

- Access to Remote Areas: Large cruise ships can reach remote ports and scenic areas
inaccessible to smaller vessels or land-based tours.

- Comfort and Safety: Modern cruise ships are equipped with state-of-the-art safety features and
luxurious amenities, ensuring comfort in often unpredictable weather.

- Immersive Experience: Cruises offer a floating vantage point for scenic cruising through fjords,
along glaciers, and past towering mountains, providing spectacular views right from the deck.
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Popular Cruise Routes and Itineraries in Alaska

Alaska?s cruise season typically runs from late April through September, with peak months in June,
July, and August. Different routes emphasize various regions, landscapes, and experiences.

- Inside Passage Cruises

The most popular and iconic Alaskan cruise route, the Inside Passage, navigates along the
southeastern coast of Alaska, showcasing lush temperate rainforests, fjords, and charming port
towns.

- Key Ports of Call:
- Juneau: Alaska?s capital, known for glaciers, whale watching, and native culture.
- Ketchikan: The ?Salmon Capital of the World,? famous for its native heritage and outdoor

activities.
- Skagway: Gateway to the Klondike Gold Rush, with historic streets and mountain excursions.
- Tracy Arm Fjord & Glacier Bay: Scenic cruising through stunning fjords filled with massive

glaciers calving into the sea.

- Highlights:
- Glacier viewing from the ship or via excursions.
- Wildlife spotting, including whales, sea lions, eagles, and bears.
- Cultural experiences with native Alaskan tribes.

- Gulf of Alaska Cruises

These voyages extend beyond the Inside Passage, venturing into more remote and less visited
areas.

- Destinations:
- Seward: Starting or ending point with proximity to Kenai Fjords National Park.
- Anchorage: The largest city in Alaska, with cultural and outdoor attractions.
- Kodiak Island: Known for bear viewing and rugged wilderness.

- Highlights:
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- Larger glaciers and more extensive wilderness.
- Opportunities to explore beyond coastal towns, including inland excursions.

- Roundtrip Cruises from Seattle or Vancouver

Many cruises depart from major West Coast ports, offering a convenient gateway to Alaska.

- Advantages:
- Longer itineraries (7-14 days).
- Combined visits to other Pacific Northwest destinations.
- More time to explore Alaska?s interior and coast.

Types of Cruise Ships and Onboard Experiences

Alaska cruise ships vary widely in size, amenities, and style, each offering a different experience.

- Large Modern Cruise Ships

Operators like Royal Caribbean, Norwegian Cruise Line, and Princess Cruises deploy massive ships
with amenities comparable to luxury resorts.

- Features:
- Multiple dining venues, theaters, pools, and entertainment options.
- Extensive shore excursion programs.
- Wellness centers, spas, and fitness facilities.

- Ideal For:
- Families, groups, and travelers seeking a lively onboard atmosphere.

- Premium and Boutique Cruises

Lines such as Regent Seven Seas, Viking Ocean Cruises, and UnCruise Adventures focus on more
intimate, luxury, or expedition-style experiences.
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- Features:
- Smaller ships with personalized service.
- Focused excursions, including kayaking, hiking, and wildlife observation.
- Enrichment programs and culturally immersive activities.

- Ideal For:
- Travelers seeking a more exclusive, nature-focused adventure.

Essential Ports of Call and What to Expect

Understanding what each port offers helps travelers plan their excursions and onboard activities.

Juneau

- Highlights:
- Glacier viewing at Mendenhall Glacier.
- Whale watching tours, especially to see orcas and humpbacks.
- Native Alaskan cultural centers and museums.

Ketchikan

- Highlights:
- Totem pole parks and native heritage centers.
- Salmon fishing and wildlife tours.
- Scenic floatplane trips to Misty Fjords.

Skagway

- Highlights:
- Historic gold rush trails, such as the White Pass and Yukon Route railway.
- Gold panning experiences.
- Mountain hiking and helicopter glacier tours.

Tracy Arm Fjord & Glacier Bay

- Highlights:
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- Witnessing calving glaciers.
- Spotting marine mammals and seabirds.
- Kayaking and Zodiac boat excursions for close-up wildlife encounters.

Wildlife and Scenic Highlights: What You Can Expect

Alaska?s wilderness is its greatest draw. The region?s diverse ecosystems host a wealth of wildlife,
often visible from the ship or during excursions.

- Marine Wildlife:
- Humpback and orca whales.
- Sea lions and seals.
- Dall?s porpoises and puffins.

- Terrestrial Wildlife:
- Brown and black bears.
- Moose and mountain goats.
- Bald eagles, often seen soaring overhead.

- Scenic Marvels:
- Massive glaciers, including Hubbard and Mendenhall.
- Towering fjords and rugged mountain ranges.
- Lush rainforests along the coast.

Practical Tips for an Alaskan Cruise

To ensure a smooth and enjoyable journey, consider these practical tips:

Planning and Booking

- Choose the Right Time: Peak season (June-August) offers the best weather and wildlife activity
but also higher prices and crowds.

- Select the Appropriate Ship: Decide between large resort-style ships or smaller expedition
vessels based on your preferences.

- Book Excursions Early: Popular excursions fill quickly; booking in advance secures your spot
and often offers better rates.
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Packing Essentials

- Layered Clothing: Weather can be unpredictable; pack thermal layers, waterproof jackets, and
sturdy walking shoes.

- Binoculars & Cameras: For wildlife viewing and capturing scenic vistas.
- Sun Protection: Sunscreen, hats, and sunglasses even in cooler weather.

Onboard Tips

- Attend Naturalist Lectures: Many cruises feature onboard experts who share insights into local
ecology, geology, and native culture.

- Participate in Shore Excursions: To get the most immersive experience, join guided tours and
outdoor activities.

- Stay Flexible: Weather can influence sightseeing plans; adaptability enhances your experience.

Environmental Considerations and Responsible Tourism

Alaska?s pristine environment is fragile and requires responsible tourism practices:

- Respect Wildlife: Keep a safe distance and follow guidelines during wildlife viewing.
- Minimize Waste: Follow eco-friendly practices on board and during excursions.
- Support Local Communities: Choose tours and purchases that benefit local native populations

and small businesses.

Conclusion: Embarking on Your Alaska Adventure

Ocean cruise guides Alaska by cruise ship serve as invaluable tools for travelers eager to explore
this wild, scenic, and culturally rich region. With a vast array of routes, ships, and activities, a cruise
to Alaska offers a comprehensive and comfortable way to experience its glaciers, wildlife, and
vibrant communities. Proper planning, understanding the options, and embracing the adventure will
ensure your voyage is memorable and meaningful.

Whether you?re marveling at calving glaciers from the deck, exploring native heritage sites, or
spotting whales breaching in the fjords, an Alaskan cruise promises an unparalleled journey into the
last great frontier. As you set sail, remember that every moment offers a chance to connect with
nature?s grandeur and the resilient spirit of Alaska?s people.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the top things to know before booking an Alaska ocean cruise?
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Before booking, consider the best time to visit (May to September), the different cruise lines offering
Alaska routes, the ports of call included, and the types of excursions available. It's also important to
check onboard amenities, cabin options, and whether the cruise includes sightings of wildlife and
glaciers. Which ports are typically visited on an Alaska cruise, and what can I expect to see?
Common ports include Juneau, Ketchikan, Skagway, and Seward. Expect stunning scenery like
glaciers, fjords, and abundant wildlife such as whales, eagles, and bears. Each port offers unique
excursions like helicopter tours, wildlife viewing, and cultural experiences with Indigenous
communities. What should I pack for an Alaska cruise on a cruise ship? Pack layered clothing to
adjust to varying weather, including waterproof jackets, warm layers, and comfortable walking
shoes. Don't forget essentials like binoculars, a camera, sunscreen, and possibly formal attire for
dinner. Including a small backpack for excursions is also recommended. Are there specific cruise
lines known for their Alaska itineraries and guides? Yes, cruise lines such as Holland America,
Princess Cruises, Norwegian Cruise Line, and Regent Seven Seas are renowned for their Alaska
routes. Many of these lines offer expert guides and shore excursions that enhance the experience
with informative commentary and local insights. What wildlife and natural sights can I expect to see
on an Alaska cruise? Expect to see whales, sea otters, seals, bald eagles, and possibly bears along
the shorelines. Natural sights include massive glaciers like Mendenhall and Hubbard Glaciers,
fjords, and rugged mountain landscapes that showcase Alaska's pristine wilderness. How can I
choose the best Alaska cruise guide or shore excursion for my interests? Research the available
excursions offered by your cruise line, considering your interests?whether wildlife, glaciers, cultural
experiences, or outdoor activities. Reading reviews and consulting with cruise specialists can help
identify the most engaging guides and tours tailored to your preferences. 
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